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Craig Groeschel is the senior pastor of Life.Church and a respected 
leadership expert, who has said, “Growth creates complexity, and 
complexity kills growth.” The church of Jesus Christ grew rapidly in its 
infancy—from one hundred and twenty gathered together to three 
thousand baptized after Peter’s Pentecost sermon. In Acts 2:47 we read 
that the Lord was adding daily to the number of believers who were  
being saved. Acts 6 begins, “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing…”  

Acts 6 then describes a complaint from the Jewish believers in Jesus who had adopted the 
Greek language and customs. These Hellenistic Jews complained against the Hebraic Jews 
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. Rapid 
growth had brought about a complex and pressing problem: additional widows who need-
ed to be fed and who also felt that others with different customs were favored over them.  

The twelve Apostles gathered all the disciples together and told them, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables” (Acts 6:2, ESV). Their solu-
tion was for the disciples to pick out seven men full of the Spirit and wisdom. The Apostles 
would then appoint those men to the task of serving these widows. The twelve go on to 
say, “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4, 
ESV). The Lord blessed the steps they took, for we read in Acts 6:7 that the word of God 
continued to increase and the number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem.  

The early church’s encounter with complexity could have slowed growth, but the church 
responded by delegating the necessary task to qualified men. The twelve Apostles entrust-
ed the food distribution ministry to seven men, and the twelve devoted themselves to 
prayer and the ministry of the word. Both the twelve and the seven were then able to min-
ister with clear understanding of their calling and purpose.  

In these complex times in which we live, it is critical that your church leadership provide a 
clear and compelling vision of who we are and what we are to be doing as a church. Clarity 
of vision will provide a road map for our church. In this edition of the Evangel, we will be  
communicating our new discipleship process to you. Sunday morning sermons for the next 
several weeks will focus on these three critical words for us come, grow, and share.  

Everything we do as a church must be filtered through this framework, which flows from 
the Great Commission. If our church embraces these three biblical concepts, we will see 
people coming to know Jesus Christ, numerical and spiritual growth, life transformation, 
and the fulfilling of God’s purpose for His church: to make disciples of all people. 

For the gospel, 
Pastor Cade 

Focusing on the Framework 

Christ’s Commission for the Church  

Go therefore  

and make disciples  

of all nations,  

baptizing them  

in the name  

of the Father  

and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit,  

teaching them  

to observe all that  

I have commanded you. 

And behold,  

I am with you always, 

to the end  

of the age.”  

Matthew 28:19-20 
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At some point in each of our lives, God, through 

the Holy Spirit’s urging, invites us to come to 

know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. This is 

our starting point on the journey! Did you know 

that a study conducted a few years ago found that 

82% of unchurched people said they would come 

to  church if personally invited? A simple invitation 

can have a powerful and eternal impact for a 

friend, neighbor, family member, or coworker. So, 

we need to step out and invite someone to come! 

Come to Worship and Gather  
Truly consider the verses at the left and see how 

they illustrate the concept of the people of God 

coming to worship Him from the moment of salvation. Worship is certainly a major and vital 

part of who we are as a church! 

For believers, we firm up our faith when we worship, gather, fellowship, and encourage 

each other. We rejoice together in His goodness, love, and mercy as a group of believers. 

But worship doesn’t happen only when we are gathered together. It’s not just accom-

plished in a one-hour-per-week gathering on a Sunday morning, but it is a 24 / 7 / 365 focus 

on living every moment of our lives fully dedicated to His purposes. In Romans 12:1-2, God is 

constantly calling us to follow Him in a life filled with worship. 

And, finally, when we hear Jesus saying “Come, follow me and 

I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19), we can understand 

the connection with “grow” and “share.”  It is vitally  

important that we realize the concept of “come” isn’t always a 

separate action from “grow” and “share.” Sometimes ministry 

isn’t just one concept clearly happening by itself, but often  

within how we accomplish ministry, it’s a combination of two 

and sometimes all three of the concepts of “come - grow - 

share.” “Come” is the beginning of the cycle of discipleship and 

works beautifully side by side with “grow” and “share,” so all 

three concepts are woven together in an exciting picture of our 

faith! Let’s come to know Jesus more and to worship with our 

voices, hearts, and lives and then invite others to do the same.  

Come to Jesus 
When we think of the word, “come,” and its importance to who we are as a church, there are  

a number of ways this word impacts our lives. Let’s consider for a moment the two main ways 

we can emphasize the meaning of this word by looking at some familiar verses: 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 

be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matt. 11:28-29). 

Come, the Beginning 
By Anthony Criswell, Music and Worship Pastor 

“Come, let us bow 

down in worship, 

let us kneel before 

the Lord our Maker.”                

- Psalm 95:6 

“Let us come  

before him with 

thanksgiving  

and praise him with 

music and song.” 

Psalm 95:2 

“Oh come,  

let us sing  

to the Lord!

Let us shout joyfully 

to the Rock  

of our salvation.”  

-Psalm 95:1 

“Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and 
proper worship. Do not  
conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect 
will.”   -- Rom. 12:1-2 



We believe very strongly that every believ-
er should be in a small group Bible study to 
grow. Personal spiritual growth happens 
best in small groups, plain and simple. This 
is why we call our Bible studies Grow 
Groups. In a small group you learn, ask 
questions, invest in the lives of others, and 
share with other people in your small group 
what God is doing in your life. You just can’t 
do that in a worship service or large 
groups. Spiritual growth happens better 
with others in small communities when 
people can speak freely God’s word and 
encouragement into one another’s lives; 
when they can laugh and cry together; 
when they support and encourage one an-
other. 

Discipleship happens best in the context of 
small groups. Think about the way in which 
Jesus cultivated His disciples. First, He 
called them to Him when He said, “Come 
follow me and I will make you fishers of 
people.” As these twelve followed Him dur-
ing His earthly life, He taught them  
spiritual truth, and then He sent them out 
to do what He had taught them. Just be-
fore He ascended to heaven, He gave them 
a mission. In small groups, we learn and 
share with one another, then we challenge 
each other to live these truths and do them 
in our daily lives. Then, when we come back 
together, we share the good things God 
has done in us and through us. 

Smaller communities act more like commu-
nities. That may seem like a given, but the 
bigger the group, the less sense of commu-
nity group members feel. This kind of com-
munity requires a level of intimacy that is 
lost as numbers grow. You simply cannot 
know everyone beyond the point of fifteen 
to twenty people, and you certainly will not 
share your struggles and needs in a large 
group of people you don’t know. 

Small groups build deeper friendships that 
double as accountability. When people real-
ly know you, your life becomes far more 
transparent, including your sin. This creates 
real-life opportunities to help each other 

Join or  
Start a Group 
If you are not  
involved in a small 
group Bible study, 
will you join one 
or start one? Scan 
the QR code or 
log onto our 
church website 
(fbclagrange.org/
groups), or  
contact Tom Farr 

in the church  
office at  

706-884-5631. 

struggle through the hard times of life. In 
accountability, we encourage one another 
to pursue the kingdom of God first, to study 
our Bibles, to spend time in prayer, to de-
vote ourselves to our families, to live with 
integrity. This is part of what we should ex-
pect from good friends. 

Finally, small groups maximize participa-
tion. In your small group, you have opportu-
nities to discuss issues with others in your 
church, and these issues can be discussed 
more openly among trusted friends. Small 
groups are encouraged to plan and carry 
out mission projects together. Lives are 
sharpened. Leaders are developed. 

Small groups are an absolute necessity for 
involving as many people as possible in the 
life and ministry of our church. In fact, we 
believe that 
every member 
and worshiper 
in our church 
ought to be ac-
tively participat-
ing in a small 
group for Bible 
study and spir-
itual growth. 

Below is a photo of a 

Sandy Cook’s D Group 

prior to Covid:  (l to r) 

Jessica Bowden, Yoli 

Coffman, and Allyson 

Cook. Current groups 

are meeting in  

person following 

health guidelines or 

meeting via Zoom.  

Read about Allyson 

Cook ’s  growth 

through groups below. 

We Grow Best in Groups 
By Tom Farr, Administrative Pastor 

Small group Bible studies have been essential in 
my life in the transformation process from a 
newborn in Christ with little to no understand-
ing of Scripture to craving more and more of 
the profound spiritual truths found within its 
pages. Every study has caused me to dig deep-
er and to examine my own heart and contem-
plate these truths in ways that I may never 
have considered without the small group expe-
rience. It is in these groups that I have been 
sharpened, mentored, loved and encouraged 
to love in return. I can’t imagine how my 
growth would be stunted apart from these 
small group studies. Consider joining a small 
group Bible study for yourself and watch and 
see how the Lord will bless your efforts to 
know Him more. 

Blessings!   
Allyson Cook  (Heb. 5:13-14) 

http://fbclagrange.org/groups
http://fbclagrange.org/groups


After a person comes to know the Lord and grows in Christlikeness, the natural next 

step is to share. We are to share ourselves and Christ with others. As believers who have 

come to know Christ, we have been given gifts of the Spirit, grace beyond measure, and 

an eternal hope. The gifts and grace are treasures, but they are not to be locked away. 

They have been given to us to share with others.  

Sharing Ourselves and Christ with Others 

Sharing Ourselves with Others 

As members of the body of Christ we share 

in the function of the body. 1 Corinthians 12 

explains the body of Christ and how we 

each have different roles to play. You may 

already know what your role is in the body 

and what your spiritual gifts are. If not, we 

will help you discover them and serve 

where you are gifted.  

To see how God has shaped you, scan the 

QR code for the SHAPE profile, create a 

free account, and take your assessment 

today. We also have a list of current service 

areas below. See if any of those match 

your Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Person-

ality, or Experiences today.  

Sharing Christ with Others 

The apostles were commissioned by Christ 

to make disciples (Matt. 28:19-20), before 

the church was up and going. Sharing 

Christ began as a person-to-person endeav-

or. The Apostle Paul shared with those he 

worked with and came in contact with. 

Sharing Christ naturally flows out of com-

ing to know Him and growing in Him. We 

want others to know the love and hope we 

have found in Him. That’s why we as a 

church are committed to sharing the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ locally, domestically, 

and internationally. We hope you will 

prayerfully consider engaging in any mis-

sions opportunities as we are able to plan 

them this year.  

Please pray about these current service opportunities and see if any of these 

match your spiritual gifts and interests. If interested in serving, please contact 

the church office at 706-884-5631 and we will connect you with the right person. 

We have a place for you.  

If you don’t know 

your spiritual gifts 

and would like to 

learn more about 

them, please let 

Tom Farr know  

at tom@ 

fbclagrange.org.  

Parking Ministry (Outside greeters)  

First Impressions Team (Greeters) — children, students, and worship services 

Group leaders for adult Grow Groups 

Large group and small group leaders for children and students 

Group leader coordinator for student ministry 

Substitute group leaders for children and students 

Group/Class helpers for children 

Set-up and take-down for children and students’ groups and activities 

Projection, lights & soundboard techs for children, students, and worship services 

Singers and instrumentalists for worship services 

Children’s Choirs leaders and helpers 

 

SHAPE  

PROFILE 
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mailto:tom@fbclagrange.org

